Was there a real Adam and Eve?
Genesis, Genetics, and the Evolution of Man

Quotes
What some Christian Scholars are saying

“If the data is overwhelming in favor of evolution, to deny that
reality will make us a cult.”
- Bruce Waltke, in BioLogos video
“Adam never existed, and this fact has no impact whatsoever on
the foundational beliefs of Christianity.”
- Denis Lamoureux, University of Alberta, BioLogos writer

Christian Professors
John R. Schneider, from Calvin College
Schneider retired in 2011 after writing something saying there was no
historical Adam and Eve. This was after this put him in conflict with the
college.

“Evolution makes it pretty clear that in nature, and in the moral
experience of human beings, there never was any such paradise to
be lost....”
Statement Schneider made on NPR radio

Genesis and Population Genomics
New ideas from Genetics research lead to questioning
Adam & Eve
P There have been various views of interpreting Genesis about Adam and Eve.
Some take Genesis as metaphorical, mythical, or symbolic.
P Today the genetics research on the genomes of humans and animals leads to a
new argument against a literal Adam and Eve.
P Many think science has disproven Genesis
P Evolutionary scientists have examined human DNA to find out about the
population they believe humans evolved from.
P If you believe humans evolved from hominids (ape/man transitional forms),
there could not be only one couple that humans evolved from. It requires a
sizable population to explain the genetic variation. (Roughly 10,000)
P In evolution, human characteristics did not all come about at the same time in
the same individuals.

If Not Evolution, Then What?
Does Genesis being historical have implications for genetics?
P Genesis implies humans had all their “genetic variation” right from the start.
They did not have to acquire it over time, as in evolution.
P They began with a perfect genome containing all the necessary information.
This means there were no mutations in the beginning.
P Genesis implies there was a “genetic bottleneck” at the time of the Flood,
because the human race was reduced to Noah’s family (8).
P Genesis implies that the Fall introduced degeneration that led to aging and
death. The Flood also changed Earth’s environment.
P Mutations are a kind of degeneration from the Fall.
P Some information and functionality in the DNA from creation has been lost
because we live in a fallen world.

What does the Bible say about Adam & Eve?
What are Biblical reasons to believe Adam & Eve were real people?

Genesis 5
If Adam was not an actual person, why does it tell how old he was?
Who was Seth? Who was Cain?
1 Chronicles 1:1 (the big geneology)
Adam is listed in a list of names of real people
Hosea 6:7 - Refers to Adam
Luke 3:38 - Adam listed in Jesus’ geneology
Romans 5:14 - Adam mentioned in same sentence with Moses
1 Corinth. 15:20-22, 42-49 - the Fall and the future Resurrection
1 Timothy 2:13 - Adam formed first, then Eve
Jude 14 - Enoch the seventh from Adam (generational info)

What did Jesus say about Adam & Eve?Matthew 19:3-6 & Mark 10:5-9

P First question - Where are the verses in Genesis that Jesus is
referring to?
P Second question - Does Mark 10 allow for humans to
become male and female sometime after the beginning?
P Third question - If humans evolved from animals, when did
humans become morally responsible?

Doctrinal Statements & Adam
Statement on “Man, Created & Fallen” from DTS
We believe that man was originally created in the image and after
the likeness of God, and that he fell through sin, and, as a
consequence of his sin, lost his spiritual life, becoming dead in
trespasses and sins, and that he became subject to the power of the
devil. We also believe that this spiritual death, or total depravity of
human nature, has been transmitted to the entire human race of
man, the Man Christ Jesus alone being excepted; and hence that
every child of Adam is born into the world with a nature which not
only possesses no spark of divine life, but is essentially and
unchangeably bad apart from divine grace (Gen. 1:26; 2:17; 6:5; Pss.
14:1–3; 51:5; Jer. 17:9; John 3:6; 5:40; 6:35; Rom. 3:10–19; 8:6–7;
Eph. 2:1–3; 1 Tim. 5:6; 1 John 3:8).

Doctrinal Statements and Adam
From the Westminster Confession of Faith, Chapter VII
1. The distance between God and the creature is so great, that although
reasonable creatures do owe obedience unto Him as their Creator, yet they
could never have any fruition of Him as their blessedness and reward, but by
some voluntary condescension on God's part, which He hath been pleased to
express by way of covenant.
2. The first covenant made with man was a covenant of works, wherein life
was promised to Adam; and in him to his posterity, upon condition of perfect
and personal obedience.
3. Man, by his fall, having made himself incapable of life by that covenant, the
Lord was pleased to make a second, commonly called the covenant of grace;
wherein He freely offereth unto sinners life and salvation by Jesus Christ;
requiring of them faith in Him, that they may be saved, and promising to give
unto all those that are ordained unto eternal life His Holy Spirit, to make them
willing, and able to believe.

Bible Discussion
Luke 3:23-38, Jesus’ Geneology

1. Luke’s geneology starts with Jesus and
works backward to Adam. Why do you
think Luke linked Jesus back to Adam?
2. Does the geneology make sense if only
some people are historical figures?
How do we choose which ones?
3. If Adam is not an actual person (v 38),
what about Genesis? What about the
Jews? What about Jesus?

Bible Discussion
Romans 5:12-19, Adam, Christ, & Salvation
Does Paul’s comparison work without a real Adam?
The First Adam
Was supernaturally created
Was originally without sin
Brought sin to many
Disobedience
Brought death to many
Condemnation

Christ (the last Adam)
Was supernaturally incarnated
Lived life without sin
Gift of righteousness (v.17)
Obedience (v.19)
Brought life to many (v.17)
Justification (v.16)

Quote
Why Adam and Eve Matter

“Christianity is – must be! – totally committed to the special
creation as described in Genesis, and Christianity must fight with its
full might, fair or foul, against the theory of evolution . . . . It
becomes clear now that the whole justification of Jesus’ life and
death is predicated on the existence of Adam and the forbidden
fruit he and Eve ate. Without Adam’s fall into a life of constant sin
terminated by death, what purpose is there to Christianity? None.”

G. Richard Bozarth, “The Meaning of Evolution” in The American
Atheist, September 1978, p. 19.

Bible Discussion
1 Corinthians 15:20-23, Adam, Christ, & Our Resurrection
1. In vv 21-22, Paul compares and contrasts the death brought by Adam with the
resurrection of Jesus. The actions of each bring results to many. How do the
actions of each affect the rest of us?
2. See vv 22-23 and the concept of Christ being the “firstfruits.” Does this passage
give us any reason to say Adam’s death was figurative but Christ’s resurrection
was literal?
3. Would it be possible to view Adam as a real individual who was a symbolic
representative of many? (Some say this.)
4. Why is the bad news about Adam a necessary precursor to the good news of
Christ?
5. If there were no real Adam, and humans evolved, how did sin enter the world?
6. Could the Apostle Paul have been wrong about Adam and Eve?

Conclusion - Adam & Eve’s story is our story

